Bottomley's (1948) Gasteromycetes o f South Africa is still widely used for identification purposes. However, as a result o f developments since 1948, the work has become outdated in many respects. Entries in the Clathraceae are here updated and briefly commented upon and a species key to the tw elve southern African representativ es o f the family is prov ided.
INTRODUCTION
The classic work on the Gasteromycetes o f South Africa by Bottomley (1948), still widely used as a defini tive reference for the region, is outdated, not only as an identification tool, but also as a measure o f the diversity of the southern African gasteromycetous fungi (Coetzee et al. 1997 ). There is a need for an interim aid facilitat ing the more effective use o f Bottomley (1948) . and to that purpose a first contribution, dealing with the Geastreae. Tulostomataceae. Nidulariaceae and Sphaerobolaceae sensu Bottomley (1948). appeared in this journal some time ago (Coetzee et al. 1997) . The current paper constitutes the second instalment to be used in conjunc tion with Bottomley (1948) . Although this contribution contains some personal taxonomic judgements, it does not proclaim to be a critical re-appraisal o f the family concerned and primarily reflects the views and ideas expressed in the literature since 1948. It is presented also in the hope that it might kindle the necessary inter est for further studies on this intriguing but taxonomically poorly understood group o f macrofungi in southern Africa.
ANNOTATED LIST OF TAXA
As in Coetzee et al. (1997) Kirk et al. (2008) According to Hosaka et al. (2007) , Lysurus is more closely allied to the Phallaceae than the Clathraceae and they therefore resurrected the long ignored Lysuraceae Corda to accommodate this genus. As already men tioned, this approach has not been adopted in Kirk et al. 
